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Spokane County Fire Protection District 8 
MINUTES 

Board of Fire Commissioners Regular Meeting 

Station 82 
 September 8, 2015 

6:00 p.m. 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER  

A regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was called to order at 6:03 pm by Chair Chuck 

Vyverberg.  In Attendance: Commissioner Lee Boling, Commissioner Andy Rorie, Commissioner 

Chuck Vyverberg, Chief Tony Nielsen, Assistant Chief Greg Godfrey, District Secretary Carol 

Trescott, and members of the District.   

 

INTRODUCTIONS 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

 Add:  Unfinished Business, Item C, WSRMG Meeting – Commissioner Vyverberg 

 Add: Executive Session, 42.30.140(b), to review the performance of a public employee – 

Commissioner Vyverberg 

 Add:  Executive Report, Item D, Firefighters for Kids Foundation – Chief Nielsen 

Motion made by Commissioner Rorie and seconded by Commissioner Boling:  Move to approve the 

Agenda as amended. The motion carried unanimously.  

 

APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA 

Motion made by Commissioner Rorie and seconded by Commissioner Boling:  Move to approve the 

Consent Agenda as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

None 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. District Policy:  P10.0901 Facility Use and P150.01.01 Training, previously adopted at the 

August BoFC meeting, were presented to the commissioners for signature.     

 

Discussion followed on the draft Drug and Alcohol policy. IAFF Local 3711 President Adam Villard 

requested that drug testing specify the THC Delta 9 measurement in order to show active impairment 

levels.  He cited a recent example when a crew responded to an EMS call and entered a home that 

contained heavy marijuana smoke.  He said a test for Delta 9 would provide clarity for both the 

District and the District’s members.  Villard also requested the procedure for the policy define what 

the threshold levels are. 

 

Because of the complexity of the issue, the Board elected to table the Drug and Alcohol policy for 

further study.  They will address the D/A policy as well as the policies in the old SOP in a workshop 

setting.  
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B. Procedures Committee Update:  Captain Jake Hebden reported staff is currently reviewing 

each completed procedure to ensure all are formatted uniformly.  He said the committee’s work has 

entailed consolidating, removing, and drafting new procedures to align with current policy and District 

operations.  The committee has also suggested that several of the Board’s policies be renumbered so 

that the new SOP manual will flow efficiently.   

 

C. WSRMG Meeting:  Commissioner Vyverberg reported he attended a meeting of the 

Washington State Rick Management Group in Mt. Vernon.  Rich Davis gave presentations on public 

records and open public meetings.  Further information on the Lexipol policy/procedure program will 

be available at WSRMG annual meeting on September 24th.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

A. Volunteer Response/Use of POV/Expectations/Use of Volunteer Services:  Commissioner 

Boling said he felt there is a conflict between how volunteer firefighters and volunteer support 

services members are treated with respect to incident response.  He referenced procedure he helped 

draft years ago in which volunteer firefighters were directed that they are not to pass a station to go to 

a fire and not to pass a fire to go to the station.  He questioned why Support Services members were 

not permitted to respond to a scene in their privately owned vehicles. 

 

Chief Nielsen said at the time that policy was implemented there was not an active responding Support 

Services Division.  Today, Support Services members respond to the station first in order to transport 

the support unit to the scene.  

 

Captain Hebden stated current procedure states officers may respond directly to an incident; 

firefighters are to respond directly to the station.   

 

Discussion followed on volunteer members and scene response, training, and the role of Support 

Services.   The Fire Chief will review emergency scene management with Operations. 

 

B. Notification to BoFC:  Commissioner Boling said the matter had been addressed. 

 

C. 2015 Capital Projects:  Chief Nielsen distributed copies of the three-year Capital 

Improvement Plan and the five-year Capital Replacement Plan.   

 

Discussion took place on the priority of the items on the Capital list/s.  The items on the list/s were 

previously approved by the Board during the 2015 Budget process but most purchases have been 

delayed per the commissioner’s request.   

 

Chief Nielsen said staff is awaiting the outcome of the grant submittal for a replacement generator at 

Station 82.   

 

Motion made by Commissioner Boling and seconded by Commissioner Vyverberg to approve Items 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 9, 12, 13, 16, of Year Two of the Three-Year Capital Improvement Plan; and items 1 

and 2 of the Additional 2015 Capital Requests list.  The motion carried unanimously. 
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EXECUTIVE REPORT by Chief Nielsen 

A. IT Status:  Division Chief Wyrobek reported he is meeting with a team from Cycrest later in 

the week.  The Barracuda email backup system is in place and operational and he will confirm the 

plan is in place for moving forward with the IT upgrades.    

 

B. 55th Avenue Annexations Update – Chief Nielsen reported the City of Spokane’s Assistant 

City Attorney, Mr. Richman, notified him the annexation petition has been submitted and is being 

reviewed for sufficiency.  Once complete, and following review by the City’s Planning Commission, 

the City Council will conduct a hearing on the petition.  Mr. Richman believed that someone from city 

administration would be contacting Chief Nielsen to discuss how that relates to the proposed 

annexation payments.  Mr. Richman copied Brian Snure in his correspondence.    

 

C. 2016 Budget:  Chief Nielsen reported he is preparing the 2016 Budget and asked the Board to 

select a date for the September budget workshop. 

 

A special meeting will be held Tuesday, September 22, 6:00 pm, at Station 82 for purposes of 

conducting the 2016 budget workshop, and discussion on District policy. 

 

D. Firefighters for Kids Foundation:  PTFF/PM Mike Miner approached Chief Nielsen 

regarding a non-profit he has established named Firefighters for Kids Foundation.  The focus of the 

foundation is to benefit sick, injured, and at-risk youth in the community.  Miner is working on 

securing donations for children and families affected by wildfires who are staying in area shelters.  He 

requested permission to use District 8 stations as drop-off locations for items that may be donated. 

 

The Board had no issue with using District facilities and deferred approval to the Fire Chief. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

The Board adjourned to Executive Session at 7:25 pm, per RCW 42.30.140(g), to plan or adopt the 

strategy or position to be taken during the course of collective bargaining; and RCW 42.30.130(g), to 

review the performance of a public employee.  Chief Nielsen, Chief Godfrey, and Chief Wyrobek 

were asked to attend.  Executive Session was expected to last 30 minutes. 

 

At 7:55 pm Commissioner Vyverberg announced Executive Session would be extended 15 minutes.  

Chief Wyrobek was excused; Carol Trescott was asked to attend. 

 

At 8:18 the regular meeting was called back in session.  No decisions were made in Executive 

Session. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Attached 

 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

None 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Adam Villard suggested forming an apparatus committee to review the support unit replacement.   

 

Chief Godfrey said Chief Long and Support Services members did that work and have submitted a 

report for review. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 SCFD8 commissioners will host the Spokane County Fire Commissioners Association meeting 

on Thursday, September 10th at Station 81.  ATF will give a presentation on marijuana and the 

production of budder. 

 The Local BVFF board will meet immediately follow the regular meeting. 

 The next regular Board of Fire Commissioners meeting will be Tuesday, October 13, 2015, at 

Station 82. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The regular meeting was adjourned at 8:26 pm. 

         

 

 

_____________________________________ 
              Charles H. Vyverberg, Chair 

              Fire District 8 Commissioner 

 

 

 

 

ATTEST: 

_______________________________________ 
Carol L. Trescott, District Secretary 


